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The Prompter. 





NuMpB. CX. 





By fecret Influence of indulgent Skies 
EMPIRE, and Poetry, together, rife: 


TrvueE Poets are the Guardians of a State ; 





And, when they fail, portend approaching Fate. ---- 


Roscom. 
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oD <a 9 T being one of the greateft 
i heee Mistorcunes, to our Theatres, 
Sceu) that there has never been a 
4 Popular, Univerfal, Taste 

: for Poetry, yet, eftablifh’d, 
in this Nation, I lament the 
Deficiency, from a Senfe 
A of the Difcouragement, to 
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MOMMA, which It expofes Good Wri- 
ters; And, - fecing no great Likelihood of any 
Change, to their Advantage, I felt a Kind of Exvy, 


the Other Day, at the following fervations, 
which I met with, in a modern Critick. 

THE Greek Ports, (fays This Gentleman) writ, 
to aPeople, of the moft refin’d Ta/te, and Polite- 
neft, that ever appeared in the World: a People, 
ofthat Judgment, and Vivacity, that they Avew bow 
to relifo Excellence ; and exzcovrag’d it, where-ever 
Itwas found. --- Nor, was this fudzmexzt contined 
to a Few; but, {pread, through the whole Natioz. 
Almoft Every Greciaz was a JUDGE, of Good, or 
Bad, Performances: as is plain, ‘from two particular 
Inflances . 

EURIPIDES writa Play, upon Bel/erophoz, 
and introduces him Speaking, too ftrongly, iz Praife 
of Money, as the Firf, and molt Eligible, Ap- 
VANTAGE, to Mankind. --- Upon hearing This 
Affertion, the whole Audieace rofe up, and inter- 
rupted the Play: nor permitted the Actors to go 
on, till the Author came forward on the Stage, and 
entreated. but their Patience to obferve, whether 
the Punifhment of This immoral Wreich were not 


Equal to his Bafene/s. 


Tue Other Inftance is, of the Trazedy of Am- 
phiaraus, written, if 1 remember right, by Agatha, 
which Play was dawn'd, by the nice, and judicious, 
Athenians, for no other Reafon, but, becaufe a 
Prophet, in View of the Audience, had gowe into a 
Temple, and was, atterward, feen, elfewhere, with- 
Out having returnz’d, as DISTINGUISHEDLY, as he 
had exter’d. 

How, then, wou’d Moft, of our Plays have been 
fuffer'd, by thofe Examining Audiences: abound- 
ing as they are, in Errors, fo much more abiurd, 
and irrational > --- The Difference, of the Cafe, is 
This. --- Azatho was judg’d, by Confummate Know- 
ledge; Ours are to receive their Cenlure, from a/- 


fuming Ignorance. --~ In Athens, the Greatelt Namnre 


was no Protection againit vilible Defects : —-- Here, 
the moft monftrous Defects borrow Sanction, from 


Popularity. 


B. 


THE Greeks were a People, that did Nothing, 
Without Reafoz, and Propriety : Not only in Poetry, 
was this vilible; but in Architecture. --= Vitruvius 


obferves, that, in the Structure of Temples; they , 


follow’d That Order, which exprefs’d the CharaéTer 
of the Deity, to which the Temple was dedicated. 
The folid Doricwas us’d in the ‘Templesot Mars, 
Minerva, and Hercuxes: .While Thofe of 
Venus, Proferpine, and the Nymphs, were built, of 
the CorINTHIAN ; a{pruce, and delicate, Order ; 
adorn’d with Garlands, and Flowers. --- The lonic, 
They confecrated to Diana, uno, and fuch other 
Deities,, whofe Characters were expre/sd, by the 
Nature of Tat Order, obliging the Builders to a 
Kind of Mediocrity, between the Doric Solidity, and 
Corinthian Adorument. 

Nor was their Care of Propriety confirrd to the 
ornamental Part, of Building: Itextended, evento 
the Materials, ~- For, They built the Temple of 
SLEEP, of Black Marble. — The Temple of the 
SuN, of White ; and, fo, of the Reft. 

In Musick, too, they had their. Appropriation, 

f Modes, to the feveral Subjeéts, of their Songs. 
The Phrygian, Lydian, Doric, as the Paflions were 
Grave, Light, Soft, &c.--- For, they never mingled, 
promifcuoufly, all manner of Meafores, as the mo- . 
dern Matters of Mufick have done. 

IF this fine and polite People did Nothing; in 
Architecture, and Mufick, without this judicious 
Regard to Defigu, and Propriety, much lefs did they 
defo, in Painting, Sculpture,and Poetry. All their 
Works were perfectly Regular, and of a Piece; 
Without any injudicious Mixture of Things, of con- 
trary Natures. — They never join’d the Pafforaland 
Lyric, to the Epic Poem, as Taffo, and Cowley, 
have done. --- They never mingled Tragedy and 
Comedy; Things, 10 oppolite in Themtfelves: as 
our Englifh Writers, in {pite of Nature and Reafon, 
have frequently done, in their Tragi-Comedies, as 
they call ’em. 

1N Greece, the Country of Harmony and Order, 
Every Subject had its allotted Station; fome in the 
Elegy, fome in the Lyris, fome in the Tragic, and 
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fone in the Comi? Stenes; according to their difte- 
rent Nature. 

Tris Regularity, and Order,.was one. Caufe of 
the exceffive Pleafure, that “Thefe! wife and jutli- ° 
cious People deriv’d From 'PortRt: --- Afid;~ the" 
Want of This is, perhaps, one of the Chief Reatons, 
why the Moderns have fo much a more languid 
Relifh-of it: becaufe Confufion cam-never- pro- 
duce a rer, and lively Pleafure. 

But, befides this xatural Regularity of the People; 
They had, generally fpeaking, a Sublime, and En- 
thufiaftick Taste; and, a large Portion of -the~ 
Poetic Genius was {pread through all Degrees : which, 





ftill, heighten’d their Pleafure , im all Poetical-- 


Performances. 

WE find, That polire People, fitting; whole Days, 
to. hear Tragedies and Comedies, or the Recital of 
other Poems, --- And, yet, Thefe ATHENIANS were 
nota loofe, effeminate, and luxurious, People ; 
but, amoft brave, and warlike Nation: So emi- 
nent, for their Wars, that Plutarch, in a¥Fragment, 
among his Sympofiacs, feems to determine, (and 
gives various Inftances to préve) that They were 
Greater, and more Illuftrious, for their Excellence 
in Arms, than for their Arts of Peace: Shewing 
plainly, that, They, who wou’d take away, from 
the Hiftory of Greete, the warlike Exploits of the 
ATHENIANS, muft deftroy the largeft Part of the 
Hiftories, of That Nation. 
| Bur, befides this warlike Inclination of the 
People of Athens, they’ were, alfo, the'moft MER- 
CANTILE, of any in the World: For, they drove: 
on all the Tradé,’ of the then known Univerfe: 
And, Athens was the Emporium, not only of Bx 
rope, but of Afiz, and Africa, and, by this Great- 
nefs of their Traffick, the Richeff, of any. City, of 
thofe’ Ages. — Yet, neither their warlike’ Tempet 
nor theit Purfuir of Wealth, by’ Trade, interfer'd 
with their Love of, and Favour to, Por‘rry. 

THAT which contributed to This, was — firlt, 
theit lively, and° ftrong,’ Pafffoxs : which are always 
Eminent, in People of Wit, and fine: Parts. _ 
Next, their Inquifitive Nature, which lec them to 
examine thoroughly, into Every Thing: infomuch 
that they cou’d not reft fatishey, wirhout knowing 
the Reafons, and Grounds, of whatever became an 
Object of their Enquiry. — Aind, thirdly, which, 
indeed, is. the Confequence of the foregoing, their 
General Knowledge and Profitiéicy, im a// Sorts 
of Learning. ‘ i Sales 

So that oe be call’d, indéed, 4 Nation 
of Learned Mén; nay, even the Women were not 
confin’d, ay in other Countries, to the Needle, and 
the Arts of Dreffing, and Adorning t 
But; found Timé enough to attain an Infight into 
the fret Arts; atid Sciences. — And AllFhis pro- 
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che iicumbrance, nor clogg’d with the forbidding 
Fatigie, of the Study of foreign Languages, that 
takes up. (© much Time; in Ow#r Approaches to 
Learttiing. —- All fine Lireratare was taught, in their 
Own Mother Tonge ; and That, not only in Arhexs ; 
but, in all the. other Greek Nations, throughout 
Europe, and Afia. 


_AMone This polite People, whenever there ap- " 


pear’d a ateat Genius for Poetry; Ic was fire to 
Pe Pleifure, arid Admiration. ~~ 


their Per fous: 


rom a bright Education, not attended with - 





Turs being the Ta/r, and Thefe the Qualif.- 
cations, of theGreehs, cis no’ Wonder, that The 
took Care to reward-the Péets, in a particule. 
Manner. They did't; by peculiar Immgnities, and 
Privileges granteds' to them: and, by whatever 
other Benefits were neceffary to render their Lives. 
and Subfiftence, not only comfortable, but af. 
fiwent: ; 

-Txus, upon the Lofs of Euxpolis, in a Sea- 
Fight: "They .caus'd a Law to be''made, that, for 
the future, No Poet fhou’d put his Life into Ha- 


zatd, by attending the Service of his Country, ix . 


War. -—~ And Sophocles, befides the large Rewards 
which were paid him, by the State, for eve par- 
ticular Piece, of his Compofition, had, beftow’d 
on him, the Goverzment of Samos, as an additional 
Acknowledgment, for his Tragedy, of ANTIGON¢. 
-— So that we may imagine, how very confide. 
rable the Profits muft have been, which This Great 
Poet made, by his Wrisings; Since he liv’d, to old 
Age; and lett above a Hundred Tragedies behind 
im, 

Bur, alas! — when we leave thefe happy Cli. 
Mates, and turn our melancholy Eyes upon our ows 
unpolifh’d Soil, how is the glorious Scene /bified? 
and, how wretched a View muft we look u n, 


in its-Place! ——- Too wretched indeed, to. be davelt 
ony without Horror: and, seg tos I will tury 
rupt End to myy 


vane haftily, ; and put an a 


= 





ADVERTISEMENT 


T HE’ Letter, fign’d Two Dozen, is receiv. 


— Bit, the Refolurion, exprefs’d, in ir (tho’ 
thé Prompter ackriowledges, the Regard, that oc- 
cafien’d it) is, very fincerely, the Reverfe of ‘his 
Intlination. — He wou’d do no Man any Hurt in 
a Butlinefs his Livelihood depends on, nor will 
ever remark a Defec, but, with View to the B>- 
nefit of the Party immediately cenfur'd, and (thro 
Hix) to the Improvement of the Publick Satis- 
faction. 

Belides, --- the Perfon, condemn’d in this Letter, 
is wor, whac the Gentlemen conceive him, Incor- 
RIGIBLE, in a Confcionfne/s az Error: He is but 
GUARDED, in a Confcioufne/s of Incapacity. — 
And, It ought to be'confider'd, as a$commendable 
Inftance, of Fudgment, not to flrain, where, we 
are fure, we muft crack. 

And, This, the Prompter hopes, The Gentlemen 
of the mention’d Club, will reflect on, and, They 
will find it the Real, (and meceffary) Caufe, of the 
coniplain’d-of Deficiency. 


N. B. The Author of a Letter, fign’d Plais- 
Dealer has, entircly, mifconceiv’d me, when he 
thinks me fo Dull, as to condemn Mufick, (a 
Mafters of Mufick) in General. Ie was, but 
againft the Apuse of fo Powerful, and charming, 
a Mover, that the Prozmpter directed his Cexfure, 





Another Letter, dated Bow-/treet, Nov. 11. 
will be aniwer’d, very {peedily. : 
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